Kang Youwei was one of the most prominent intellectuals, reformers and politicians of the 20th century China. After he left China and went to exile, he traveled to numerous countries, including Serbia. He visited Serbia in 1908 and wrote a unique and detailed travelogue about his trip. This article aims to examine Kang's perception of the Serbian capital, and his thoughts on the political, historical and economic situation of the country.
I. Introduction
Serbia was one of the countries Kang Youwei visited during his travels around Europe. His description of Serbia is not a lengthy one, as his visit was first book titled Forged Classics of the Xin Period. While it ignited discussions in intellectual circles of China, his book and thoughts were heavily criticized by the conservative high officials. In 1894-1895 the Sino-Japanese war broke out. China was, as Kang asserted, caught by surprise and totally unprepared. Just as Kang had foreseen it, the result of that war was a total disaster for the country. 3 Kang Youwei appeared as an outstanding historical figure in the reform movement of 1898. After the war defeats, the young emperor Guang Xu was keen on implementing some reforms in Chinese state system. The reforms, which are known in China as the "Wu Xu Bian Fa" (usually translated as the "Hundred Days Reform"), took place from June 11 th to September 20 th , 1898. For the first time in this period, Kang had a chance to persuade the emperor and start reforming the state. Kang was in favor of establishing a Japanese Meiji style constitutional monarchy and conducting reforms in various fields, starting with the structural reform of the state, and stretching forward to education and industrialization of China.
The reform movement was challenged with a coup-d'état by empress dowager Ci Xi and conservative officials which resulted in the emperor being imprisoned and reformists, including Kang, forced to leave the country or being sentenced to death 4 . Luckily, Kang was urged by the emperor and left for Shanghai where he obtained protection from the British Consulate. 5 That is how his sixteen years long exile had begun. He traveled to many countries including Serbia. 6 In 1898 After the coup he went to Japan, a year later he went to Canada and established the "Bao Huang Hui" (the Society to preserve the Emperor). Thanks to the funding he received from that society, he was on the move for the next few years, traveling around the world although constantly in danger of being assassinated. In 1902, at the age of forty five, while still in India, he completed his masterpiece titled Da Tong Shu (The One World). The Republic of China was established in 1911. He was appointed an overseas Chinese member of the new Parliament in 1912. In 1913, he started the publication of a monthly magazine named the Bu Ren Za Zhi, or Compassion. 7 In this magazine, he published not only his thoughts, but also his travel notes on foreign countries, including the Saiwei Youji, i.e. the Serbia Travelogue we deal with in this article. Kang passed away at the age of sixtyseven in Qingdao.
III.Kang Youwei's View of the Serbian Capital Belgrade
As we have mentioned earlier, most of the descriptions Kang gave in this travelogue were the descriptions of the Serbian capital, as he probably stayed only in Belgrade, although he had to pass through some portion of the country on his further journey to Sofia. However, in his travelogue, he does not mention anything about other parts of Serbia. From his travelogue it is clear that this was his first visit to Belgrade, yet that he was to a certain degree familiar with the circumstances in the country before and during his stay, which were, presumably supplied by the local guide or an interpreter.
The first thing we encounter in his Serbia travelogue is his explanation of how Belgrade got its name:
The (Serbian) capital, Belgrade (Beograd), takes its name from a nearby hill. 8 At this very beginning we are confronted with a dilemma whether Kang received a proper information about the origin of the name of this city or misunderstood the information he was given. As far as it is recorded in history, the settlement that is now known as the city of Belgrade was built by the Celtic tribe of Skordisk, in the 4 th century B.C, when it was known under the name of Singidunum 9 . This name was actually a Celtic word for "fortress" 10 . The significance of this settlement rose in Roman times. Slavic people settled in these areas in the 9 th century A.D., after which time the name of this settlement changed into Бƀлградъ 11 , which is, in the form of Beograd, used even today. The collocation "Beo-grad" literary means "White city", in Serbian language. During its long history, the city changed masters several times, from the Byzantine empire, to Hungary, Serbia, Austria and Turkey, only to become a Serbian capital in 1842 12 , when the prince's court was moved from Kragujevac, a city situated in the central parts of Serbia, to the well-fortified and strategically important city of Belgrade located on the confluence of the rivers Danube and Sava. The Kalemegdan fortress was the most conspicuous part of the settlement. It was built from white stone, and that is believed to be the reason why the city itself was thus named. Apart from the fortress, there was the inner-city which was, in Turkish times, stationed by the Turkish garrisons and Turkish ruler of the city. Around it there was the outer-city, inhabited by common people, mostly locals. However, by the time Kang visited Serbia, these parts merged into one. In the above cited paragraph, we believe that Kang Youwei might be referring to the hill on which Old town Belgrade is situated, dominated by the abovementioned Kalemegdan fortress. As far as our knowledge extends and according to some (yet not exhaustive) research, no name of the hill is mentioned as the origin of the name of the city itself. It is always stated that it originates from the white color of the stone the fortress was built from. We therefore believe that Kang's statement is not precise, and that the word "hill", must be changed into a "fort", or "fortress" in order to be true to the facts.
The geostrategic position of Belgrade was the next thing Kang writes about, as it was, even at first glance, an obvious fact. The city is positioned on the last hill stretching from the Rudnik mountains in the north-western part of Serbia, further to the Danubial plane. 13 Turing the center, Kang got a general impression of the city, which he, then noted in his travelogue. The buildings especially attracted his attention, as he named them, one by one, in the order he saw them. But, it seems that very few of them made an impression on him. He described the King's palace 18 . Kang also saw the Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of War and the Parliament, for which he, at first, thought was a small teahouse. 19 But, he seemed to have been acquainted with the plan to build a bigger Parliament, as he mentions this project in his travelogue together with its overall costs. 20 The new Parliament building he mentions is one of the landmarks in today's Belgrade. The blueprints for that magnificent building were made in 1906, by the architect Ilkich, but the building was finished later, after his death. 21 Kang also visited a Museum, which, looking from the outside, did not make an impression on him, but it seems that he was interested in the items he saw in it, as those were the things from which he could learn something more about Serbia and its people. He says:
The Museum, also a muddy rectangular rented building, is an extremely a plain one. But it doesn't matter, as long as the items inside can satisfy the need for research and broadening the knowledge of the people. 22
Some of the items he saw in it reminded him of things he had seen elsewhere, while some customs and life habits reminded him of some other nations. There is, however, a part in his description of the museum items that is quite peculiar, and possibly, again, a result of some sort of misunderstanding:
The most peculiar thing is the ability to make all sorts of utensils out of dough, in which they store tea and wine, and (also) using dough to write and prescribe medicine. 23 15 Ibid, Kang, 1995 , pp. 528 16 Ibid, Kang, 1995 , pp. 528. 17 Ibid, Kang, 1995 , pp. 528. 18 Ibid, Kang, 1995 , pp. 528. 19 Ibid, Kang, 1995 , pp. 528. 20 Ibid, Kang, 1995 Balkanološki Institut SANU. Istorija Beograda (ed. Z. Antonić),"Draganić", Beograd, 1995, pp. 268. 22 Kang Youwei, Lieguo youji-Kang Youwei yigao. Shanghaishi wenwu baoguan weiyuanhui bian. Shanghai Renmin Chubanshe. 1995, pp. 528. 23 Ibid, Kang, 1995, pp. 529. Although he uses the word "dough", we believe it is rather a "clay", but that would not be such a peculiar thing as he concludes it to be. So, we came to believe that the word 面miàn (dough) in his original writing must be a result of some misunderstanding of the explanation that was given to him.
One institution especially attracted his attention. It was the University. The first Serbian University was formally established in 1905, in Belgrade, although it existed in earlier times, since the 19 th century, under the name of Grand School or Lyceum. At first, it had three departments, philosophy, law and technical department, but not so long afterwards, Medicine and Divinity were established too. 24 Of the University, he says the following: (of study), law, philosophy and engineering, and, as I understand, (you) 
I visited the University which was established forty eight years ago. Its three-storied building could be considered magnificent (given Serbian standards). (It) is located in the city center. There are six hundred students and seventy professors (there). Usually there are (classes) in three fields

can choose (which ones you want to attend). (The fact that) in a small country such as Serbia, with slightly more than a million inhabitants, which equals to (the population of) just one county in my country, there is a university established, (makes you ask yourself) why would China, a big country of four hundred million people, only have also just one university. Isn't it quite ridiculous! 25
IV. Kang Youwei's understanding of Serbian history, political system and its economy Scattered around the whole article, we can find some information about Serbian history and its political establishment. Kang did not write about it systematically, but rather as an additional information inlayed between his descriptions of the city of Belgrade. He says:
When Serbia first gained its independence, it was just a principality, today it is a kingdom. 26 Serbia was a vassal state under the rule of Ottoman sultan in Istanbul, until the Berlin Congress in 1878, when it gained full independence. However, due to the two popular uprisings and the growing tensions between the Turkish rulers and the locals, the sultan gave Milosh Obrenovic, the leader of In his travelogue Kang also mentions another Serbian ruler, namely Karadjordje (or Black Djordje, as he was called by the locals), which means that he was acquainted with the fact that there were two royal families in Serbia at that time, who struggled for power throughout the nineteen and the beginning of the twentieth century. These two ruling families originated from the two leaders of the popular uprisings, namely, the Obrenovic dynasty, whose originator was the abovementioned Milosh Obrenovic, the leader of the Second Serbian Uprising (1815), and the Karadjordjevic dynasty, which originated from Karadjordje Petrovic, the leader of the First Serbian Uprising (1804). Both dynasties had many supporters and the struggle between them continued throughout the 19 th century. By the time Kang visited Belgrade, the Obrenovic were substituted by the Karadjordjevic, and the current ruler was Peter Karadjordjevic, who came into power after the assassination of Aleksandar Obrenovic, the son of the above-mentioned first Serbian king, Milan. Obviously, Kang was acquainted with these events of dynastic change. He writes the following: As we have said earlier, the last king from the Obrenovic dynasty was Alexander, who succeeded his father Milan (first ruler of Serbia that held the title of King). Alexander was underage, when his father abdicated, but through a coup-d'état, he proclaimed himself a king in 1893, when he was only seventeen. His rule ended in the bloody assassination of him and his wife, Queen Draga Mashin, by the rebelled officers, during the night between 28 th and 29 th May, 1903. 30 Kang knows about this event, as he makes a comment about it, when describing King's palace, a few paragraphs earlier:
Before, when I heard that in the past a civil uprising had happened and the monarch had been killed, I was surprised how that could have happened so easily. When I look at it today, (I realize that) if rebels rushed into the building, they could kill a sovereign, the same way (as) rich households in my country are robbed. It should not be such a difficult task, compared with the possibility of killing the emperor in the Chinese Forbidden City 31 .
Kang was to a certain degree acquainted with the fact that Serbia at that time was a parliamentarian monarchy. He writes:
Serbia has unicameral parliament system, without the Upper house. (…) The priest parliamentarians, who observe the people entering, all speak French. (…) There are eight ministers in total, as well as one hundred and sixty parliamentarians. (…) There are many political parties, (but only) three of them are big, and the reason is probably because (the Parliament) was established not long ago 32 .
Kang admired the fact that, unlike neighboring countries such as Bulgaria, Greece and Romania, which appointed a foreign national as a ruler, Serbia had its own ruler, and the fact that the power of ascendance to the throne went not only from father to sun, but also from brother to brother. 33 Judging from his comments, he was in favor of such an establishment.
The power of the Serbian king has been established through the succession from brother to brother, and it is the biggest among all newly established countries, which is something that people from my country can learn from (Serbians) too! 34
Kang described Serbia as a military country 35 , with one sixth of the population being soldiers 36 , with agriculture being the most developed branch of the country's economy, and not a single factory in the whole country. 37 This last one is, we believe, quite an unfair statement. Given that at the time of his visit, in Belgrade alone, there existed a couple of textile factories, as well as tobacco and sugar factories which had been using steam engines from 1897 38 , it is clear that Kang did not have a clear picture of the Serbian economy. Although agriculture was, by far, the most important branch of the economy, it was quite unjust to make such a general statement, without getting familiar with the actual situation.
The taxation system was to him surprisingly high, for which reason he concludes:
Such a small country, with only a million people, to have such a tax, means that people must be suffering quite a lot! 39
V. Conclusion
In his short description, Kang gave an overall picture of Serbia at the beginning of the twentieth century. Although mistaken in some conclusions he drew according to the information he was given, this travelogue is still a good overview of the general circumstances of the country, at the wake of its constitution as an independent monarchy. What is important is that Kang obviously saw the geostrategic importance of the capital city, and the country itself, which is something that has been an integral part of Serbian history since the very beginning until today.
The visit of a Chinese scholar must have been something quite unusual in Serbia at the time of Kang's visit. Very limited research that we have conducted showed that Politika (The Politics), which was and still is one of the most influential newspapers in Serbia, which was established in 1904, did not give any account of his visit. What remains to be a task for some further 
